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A Timely, Comprehensive Guide to All
Your Favorite Upstate Restaurants and
Businesses
Michael Bruno's Tastemakers Guide to support small businesses through the pandemic
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Michael Bruno, founder of the high-end design marketplace lstdibs, is fascinated by
the trend of hip city dwellers moving to Upstate New York. A resident of Tuxedo Park
and owner of Valley Rock Inn & Mountain Club, the aesthetically focused entrepreneur
has been keeping an eye on the area's development for years. His new site,
Tastemakers Guide, highlights more than 300 destinations spanning art, design and
hospitality that cater to a discerning clientele.
Even before COVID-19 pushed New Yorkers with homes Upstate to wait out quarantine
in a more rural setting, Bruno wanted to create a resource that would connect new
residents and weekenders alike with the best-in-class businesses around the region.
"There were so many places opening, from small inns with their own restaurants to
makers' studios doing the best knives and cast-iron pans, that I wanted to make it easy
to tmd them and support them, especially now," Bruno tells lnsideHook.
The project was launched in direct response to COVID-19, so Bruno assembled a team
of volunteers to work on the site. He started by collecting intel from in-the-know area
residents and frequent visitors to determine which businesses to include. Sixty days
later, TastemakersGuide was live, providing up-to-date information about business
status including how to place pickup and delivery orders, where to buy gift cards, and
how to make future reservations.
In addition to connecting businesses with potential customers, Bruno also recruited a
team of lawyers to help owners through the complicated process of applying for grants
and loans. Services like this are invaluable to small operations struggling to adjust to
today's new economic landscape.

