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[ JULY 25, 2021 ] In the 18th century, European and English royals adored
Japanese lacquerware. Marie Antoinette loved it so much she lined an
entire room at Versailles with lacquered panels in 1781. In the ART DECO

period, French furniture designers partnered with Japanese lacquerers to
create a whole new genre of shimmering cabinetry. In recent years, Irish
duo ZELOUF & BELL have reinterpreted Japanese-style lacquer with designs
inspired by vintage floral kimono patterns.

The traditional craft of Japanese lacquer has kindled a worldwide passion for the lustrous material. This
 by Irish maker  is inspired by vintage Japanese kimono prints. TOP: French

Art Deco master  created these 1928 Japanese-style lacquer panels, displayed by
 at the International Art + Design Fair in New York (photo courtesy of Maison Gerard).

COLORFUL TRAY ZELOUF & BELL
 JEAN DUNAND  MAISON

GERARD

The art of Japanese lacquer, also known as urushi, goes back some
9,000 years. It has ebbed and flowed in popularity but has always had
ardent admirers and remains highly sought after. The famous Japanese-
decorative-arts connoisseur E. A. Wrangham, whose collections were
auctioned off at Bonhams London in what the house describes as a series
of “now-legendary” sales, claimed that Japanese lacquer pieces “display
the finest taste and most exquisite craftsmanship of all the world’s applied
arts.”

https://www.1stdibs.com/collections/art-deco/
https://www.1stdibs.com/creators/zelouf-bell/furniture/
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Silver-leaf and mother-of-pearl accents on this  from  set the
underwater scene aglow.

1950S JAPANESE SCREEN NAGA ANTIQUES

Once the art of lacquer was introduced to Japan, the practice took on a
life of its own and continued to develop through the modern era. The
Japanese focused on surface decoration, expanding the color palette and
adding flecks of gold or silver or bits of shell during the application
process, when the lacquer was still damp.

Demand for Japanese lacquerware — furniture, trays, writing boxes,
screens, incense burners — from the EDO period (1615–1868) and the late-
19th century is strong among collectors. “The market always comes back
because great antique Japanese lacquerwares are not widely available,”
says Jim Marinaccio, of NAGA ANTIQUES, in Hudson, New York, who has
been selling Japanese antiques for 51 years to clients in Europe, Korea, the
Philippines and the U.S. 

https://www.1stdibs.com/furniture/asian-art-furniture/paintings-screens/japanese-two-panel-lacquer-screen-under-waves-flowing-kelp-seashel/id-f_23306052/
https://www.1stdibs.com/dealers/naga-antiques/
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